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iuto nev^ phant-v am! %%4yN of (luught t(ut it iutl ni\vi 
ict:hecl before, 'Ihcirs is ^n <*pot*h in tlu* history ot 
Telugu literature that can nrvn hr forj*ott^n. \Vithifi 
^t spHC^ ol fifti^n yrars, the**** grrul poi*U proiliifrrci 
more than si huudrn! voiumt's in Telugu, aiuil nearly 
a lakh of thi^i bool^ rfiv now in rirvuUtiou in th<* 
'l>iQ|{u *utuitry **agrrl\ sought out, ivad nd enj 
Ami om* ^houKI uuttifiiily iwl ncivou^ to writ*' 
to th* writin^ <*t srh author^, 
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, that had to take to p*rov** vritinp br:iiu.Hr of 
tin* ifi-rat Dsi*J fur it in thv 'IVlwp;* lan^t^gt , Mucfc 
M( thcii pr^s how-.vcr, is mtlly jiwtry, f**r f ?* a great 
had rcwarbcci, lht*w i^ mui^i po^hy in whtt m 



really prosaic, and there is much prose, which Ls- 
markedly poetical. In an age like the present, when? 
a new culture has opened up its treasures before us, it 
is impossible to resist its influence on human thought 
and activity, and the new age of Renaissance that began 
with my great Guru, Rao Bahadur K Veeresalingam 
Pantulu, received its present day perfection alike in 
prose as in poetiy in the voluminous productions of 
these ouvpoets. There was a time when Sanskrit exert- 
ed its influence on our language, and the venerable roll 
of poets from Nannaya onwards has bequeathed to us 
a glorious literature which echoes the genius of 
our language and of our ancient race, through the ideals 
that Sanskrit had presented to us. But oriental cul- 
ture had its limitations, and would not outgrow its 
conventions. A stage of progress has thus been 
reached in the history of our language, beyond which 
it would not develop, and the Telugu poetiy of our 

*(f 

later period thus became purely conventional, and had 
no new phases and walks of thought to exhibit The 
life of our nation as of our literature soon became duLt 
and monotonous and it was therefore necessary to put 
new force into it, if only to arrest old age and decay 
Such are the epochs in history, when great heroes are- 
)x>rn, but in Telugu literature, it was to a new 
culture, the culture of die west, that the fresh life has 
been due. The march from the oriental into the 



western, lines of thought is a march from the marked 

.artificialities of the east into the real and the natural. 

Here, we no longer indulge in the pompous hyperboles 

.and in the highly artificial utprekshas, but look into 

life as it is truly lived, and into nature as ft really 

presents itself to us. And it is this culture, completely 

Lidianised that in the two Volumes now before us 

our authors have attempted to delineate. Kavya 

Kusumavali has thus the glory of being the first 

production, of any considerable length, in the Telugii 

language, that exhibits this harmonised culture, in 

jpoetry. 



And what is western poetry? It is as Mathew 
Arnold tells us a criticism of life, under the conditions 

fixed for such a criticism by the laws ot poetic truth 

> 

and poetic beauty. A book in poetry is not merely a 
rhymed treatise intended to impart knowledge ; it must 
yield aesthetic satisfaction.lt involves the intellectual, 
the emotional and the imaginative elements, as also the 
technical clement called style. As Carlyle puts it, style 
is not the coat of a writer, hut his skin and as Hudson 
lias it, sincerity is the foundation principle of all true 
style. Stylo is the real essence of the author's 
personality and cannot he produced by artificial 
means. It is an echo of the life and feeling of the 
writer. Poetry is thus a fine art intended to yield 



aesthetic pleasure and involves the intellectual elements 
>{ precision, lucidity and propriety, the emotional 
elements of force, energy, and suggestiveness, and the 
aesthetic elements of music, grace, beauty and charm. 
As an English writer puts it " it is the one characteristic 
of poetry then, that whatever it touches in life, it relates 
to our feelings and passions, while at the same time, 
by the exercise of imaginative power it both trans- 
figures existing realities and gives to airy nothing a. 
local habitation and a name. 11 Fidelity to nature, 
not perversion of it in the name of a figure of 
speeches one of the main essentials of poetry. Tt 
is a purely subjective process of dealing- witli 
nature ; it is not misrepresentation or distortion of" it ; 
not pathetic fallacy, as Ruskin puts it; nor sympathetic 
illusion, as Holmes expresses it. 

*' The objects of the poet's thought are everywhere/ 1 
says Wordsworth, but the emotionalisation of therm 
constitutes his true genius. He has the ' vision and the 
faculty divine/ by which he leads you through sen- 
suous beauties to their spiritual meanings. The poet 
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shows us and makes us know, what in real nature w 
so often see and yet know not. Nature is called into 
service in poetry for a variety ot reasons. It may 
be for the simple delight of it, or for the sensuous love 
of its beauty. It is used metaphorically as a source of 
imagery and for illustration. It may serve as a back- 
ground to emotion or action or to revive our thoughts 



of an event through association. It may on the 
contrary be sot against man's life and his littleness 
and imperfection. The indifference of nature to life, 
4>r it<* sympathy and fellowship and the boundless 
spiritual meanings, that it suggests arc likewise usi-cl 
by the poet in his feelings, emotions, and thoughts, 
and those constitute the subjective element of such 
poetry. 



Tlu*s<* in hrU'f arr some of the characteristics oi 
western poetry. Though Indian poetry is considered 
to be highly artificial, it cannot be sauitlut the natural 
is unknown to it* Tin* puivly artificial can never nink-e 
poetry. Poetry is enjoyed in so i'ur it is in tune 
with nature; nut whore it is unnatural and cntitvly *>ut 
>t touch with hum;in nientulity. No potry c.an live 
thai is- clivonrrt! I'm in nature. And some oi our 
Poets like NannT.hods*, Tikkana, Xarhujia 
,atha Ravi, Ptn^iii Snnina, Potana and others 
haw im>ft* <*t this power oi tlopicting nature and <>! 
our minds than sonic* others. l\ the 
it-sol westont culture arc swn so richly depic.ted 
in th* 1 poems oi these poets, one naturally vvomlors, 
how they that havt* not much English education wort* 
capable of munching <tir literature so vastly- Thr truth 
is that the natural in Teiugii poetry appealed to 
thm more than the artificial, and some of" the best 
productions of English poetry seen by them in original 



or in their translation, or brought to their knowledge 
by conversations with English-knowing men so 
;nvakenet! their natural feelings, as to choose for then* 
their future career. It was so early as 1904, long" 
before the mime of Sir Rabindranath was known that 
<orne of thfir earlier poems were published. The 
thought of the natural developed gradually in them as 
lime wont on and wo may perhaps note its rcgnhir 
development in these poems in the Saguna form of 
prayer thai begins (he first volume and in the stri- 
kingly n;iUiral poetry thut the tl i a nks giving- in th 
^'erond volume presents. By the time the poetry <>t 
Rahm<h-an;th be#m to show its influences in _ the 
Trhuni rounlrv, onr authors had gained a distinct 
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nulivif hutlity ol' their own, as the study of these poems 
in th"ir rhronoloj.jioal order amply indicates, and the 
ni-w t ImllHiou of poetic thought of the type ot 
KabmdraUHih, nn\v seen in the Telugu press, is only 
ot u liitrr date stil! in its infinity. 

Whrtttsien is t)u source of this en rapturing poetry 
*,f these authors? Why are we led to think that \v 
,4f iv.iilin;;; a Gray, a Thompson, a Wordsworth, or a 
10 .its whr-n \ve are reading some of these poems ? 
F i >w Ir,ivf our authors hern able to depict the glories 
.-t \vi^,-nj thought, though they are not themscl- 
vt-n rn i-tr-s oi the Kn-ii^i lan;jra:^e ? The answer i<* 
f-:^y to fia L Their poetry is the harmonious blending 



of the east with the west; not that the west is import- 
ed wholesale into the east, but that the ideals of the 
west have been taken to be goal of all natural poetry. A 
poet is one that feels and says, not he who merely con- 
veys ideals. Of a natural bent of mind, our poets 
lived and moved and had their being' in the natural 
in Teliigu poetry, and by constant thought, and appli- 
cation, by true love and ieeling, by life itself with all 
the currents of its activity, they became the- 
bards of nature and the enj overs in their souls of a 
heaven that is the own of a poet of nature. . If the 
west gave them the ideals, the east gave them the life 
their own, and eastern life on the most natural ideals. 
of western poetry is the achievement oi their inner 
experience. Thus have the east and the west 
harmonised themselves in the inner souls of these 
famous poets, and the poetry that we see in these 
volumes is the ebullition of this heavenly harmony 
that has opened up a new culture for the Andhras. 

The passion, roused by such life and experience 
has with these poets grown into a religion. Their 
likantaseva not included in these volumes is the most 
glorious production of the age that through nature 
spiritualises, and places us before the feet of God, in 
a heaven that these poets have given to man on 
earth. This spiritual aspect of natural poetry is not a 
mere borrowing, but real life, actually felt, and if 
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Is uniform, the highest that it can give us 
whether in Europe or in India cannot but be the same, 
The poetry of Venkata Parvateesvara Kavuhi is 
thus the natural poetry of the east and the west, in its 
best Indumised form. The eastern ideal has here 
gone a step farther towards the spiritual, while the 
western ideal has been felt even as an Indian poet 
can feel it in his most natural Indian way, so as to 
reach the end that the west has set for it 

With these remarks, I commend these poems to 
the public and if the reader has seen in them the es- 
sential features of western culture as are indicated in 
these lines, I have no hesitation in saying that a new 
age has dawned for poetry in the Andhra, vis., the age 
of Venkata Paravateesvara Kavulu. 

T. RAJAGOPALA RAO, 
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